DDA Transitioning Youth Timeline
	Community Pathways Services
(Provider Directed Services)
	New Directions Services
(Self-Directed Services)

	By age 14, students with developmental disabilities should:

□
Apply for DDA services

□
After DDA eligibility is determined; the DDA regional office sends a letter to the student and their family stating eligibility category, services, and a priority category.



	Age 18

□
One month before the student turns 18; he/she can apply for Supplemental Security Income and Medicaid Health Insurance (MA) by calling 1-800-772-1213. 



	Fall or Spring prior to final school year

□
Student and family should update DDA application to request Day or Supported Employment Services, otherwise known as TY services.

□
Student and family should attend a local Transitioning Youth Fair (these are available most counties/areas, except on Eastern Shore, where the resource coordinator provides necessary information).
□
Individuals who are determined eligible for MA may be eligible to participate in one of DDA’s Home and Community Based Waivers. These services will be explained to you by the resource coordinator or DDA regional office. 
□    Student and family should attend a New Directions Orientation, if they are interested in self-directing their services.
□
Apply to Division of Rehabilitation Services (DORS) by calling 1-888-554-0334.



	Spring prior to final school year 

□
Student and family should visit and interview at least 3 DDA adult service providers, if available, in the student’s local area. 


	Spring prior to final school year 

□
Student and family should submit a Regional Information Form (RIF) to their DDA Regional Office expressing and interest in New Directions. 



	Fall of final school year 

□
If the student previously applied for DDA services and by the fall of their last year of school have not received an eligibility letter from DDA, the student and family should contact the DDA regional office to verify DDA eligibility. For DDA regional office contact numbers, call 1-877-463-3464. 

□
The DDA Utilization Review contractor, MAPS-MD, will contact the student and their family to conduct a level of needs assessment. This assessment will be used to help determine the level of supports needed and the rate paid to the DDA provider.  

□
Select a provider by no later than December 1st and inform the student’s transition coordinator of the selection. The transition coordinator will help with the transition. 

□
Complete the provider application for the provider selected.

□
If, after reviewing the application, the provider agrees to offer the student services, the provider, student, family and resource coordinator, if available, will participate in the development of a service funding plan. This plan describes the services requested and the anticipated costs. The provider or resource coordinator will submit the plan to the DDA regional office for approval. 


	Fall of final school year 

□
If the student previously applied for DDA services and by the fall of their last year of school have not received an eligibility letter from DDA, the student and family should contact the DDA regional office to verify DDA eligibility. For DDA regional office contact numbers, call 1-877-463-3464. 

□
The DDA Utilization Review contractor, MAPS-MD, will contact the student and their family to conduct a level of needs assessment. This assessment will be used to help determine the level of supports needed and the individual’s TY budget (based on rates paid to the DDA providers).  

□
When allocated a budget by the DDA Regional Office, the individual and family should attend a DDA Support Broker training. Support Broker training must be completed by January 15.
□
Individual and family, along with their Resource Coordinator and invited others form a team to develop an Individual Plan and Budget based on a person-centered plan.
□
A draft Individual Plan and Budget is submitted to DDA for feedback.  Revisions are made based on DDA feedback and a final Individual Plan and Budget is submitted to DDA. 
□
The Individual Plan and Budget must be submitted by March 1. 


	Winter/early spring of final school year

□
DDA regional office reviews the service                                  funding plan.  

□
Once the service funding plan is approved and prior to graduation, the student and family will receive a letter from the DDA informing them of the start date for services. (Note that because of limited funding, DDA services may not necessarily begin the day after the student exits school. Contingency plans for necessary supports should be made in the event that funding is not immediately available. This plan should be discussed at the IEP meeting, well in advance of the student’s anticipated exit date.)

	Winter/early spring of final school year

□
DDA regional office and headquarters review the Individual Plan and Budget. 
□
Once the Individual Plan and Budget is approved and prior to graduation, the student and family will receive a letter from the DDA informing them of the start date for services. (Note that because of limited funding, DDA services may not necessarily begin the day after the student exits school. Contingency plans for necessary supports should be made in the event that funding is not immediately available. This plan should be discussed at the IEP meeting, well in advance of the student’s anticipated exit date.)
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